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FLYING BULL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

Admissions Policy 2013/2014 
 
Flying Bull Primary School has an admission limit of 60 places per year group. 
 
Early receipt of application forms and length of time on the waiting list do not give priority for 
admission.  Places are allocated according to the criteria below. 
 
If the school is over subscribed, first preference applications will be considered first according to the 
following priorities in the order set out below:- 
 
1. Children with a Statement of Special Educational Need where the school is named in the final 

Statement. 
 
2. Children who are looked after by a local authority (i.e. in their care or provided with 

accommodation by the authority for a continuous period of more than 24 hours) and have applied 
to their catchment area school.  If an application has not been made to the catchment area school 
relevant evidence must be attached to support the application including a letter from the linked 
Social Worker clearly stating why the school is the most appropriate for the child. 

 
3. Children living within the school’s designated catchment area.  If the school cannot admit all 

applications from the catchment area, priorities 5(i) to (iii), will be used. 
 
4. Children whose parents have a religious and philosophical conviction for attending the school.  

Relevant evidence must be attached to support your application including a letter of support from 
your religious leader.  Your evidence must clearly state why the school is the most appropriate for 
your child and reasons why other schools in the city are inappropriate. 

 
5. Children living outside the school’s catchment area in the following priority order:- 
 

(i) Children who have a significant medical, physical or psychological condition.  Evidence 
must be attached and be supported by written evidence from the professional person 
involved stating clearly why your preferred school is the most appropriate for your child 
and reasons why other schools in the city are inappropriate; 

 
(ii) children who have a brother or sister (living within the same household) already on roll 

and who will still be attending the school the following year;   
 

Note – this category does include step-brothers/step-sisters, half siblings, adoptive 
brothers/sisters living within the same household or children whose parents are married 
or cohabiting and live together within the same household. 

 
(iii) Children who live closest to the school, based on the shortest distance from home to 

school, measured ‘as the crow flies’. (this distance will be used where necessary to 
prioritise applications within the above categories). 



Page 2 of 3 

 
6. Second preference applications will be prioritised next using the priority order set out above. 
 
 
Other Applications 
 
If a school has places available after admitting all first and second preference applications, the 
governors must consider other applications referred to them in accordance with the priorities given 
above. 
 
Some parents may apply after the admissions deadline has passed, or when their child is older than 
would normally be the case for admission to a school, for example because they have recently moved 
into the area.  If places are still available in the child’s particular year group, the governing body must 
offer a place, taking into account its published admissions criteria where necessary.  
 
Home to School Transport 
 
Children qualify for free transport or travel expenses on public transport from home to school if they 
attend their designated school, or one that is nearer to their home and the distance (measured by the 
shortest practicable walking distance) is more than 2 miles (for children up to the end of the school 
year in which they have their eighth birthday ) or 3 miles (for children from the beginning of the 
school year in which they have their ninth birthday). 
 
If parents name a school other than their designated one as their first preference, and are 
unsuccessful in their application, and then do not get a place at their designated school, the child will 
not be entitled to free transport/travel expenses on public transport even if he/she attends a school 
which is more than three miles from home (except where the school concerned is nearer to the home 
than the designated school).  Parents will have had the opportunity of applying for a place at their 
designated school, including the entitlement to free transport (as outlined above), and will have 
made the decision not to take up this opportunity, so foregoing the entitlement to free transport.  
Parents are responsible for their child’s attendance at school, whether or not transport is provided. 
 
Admission Arrangements (Year R pupils only) 
 
The statutory position is that parents do not have to send their child to school until the term 
following their child’s fifth birthday.  However, Portsmouth community and controlled infant and 
primary schools must admit year R pupils on to the school roll by the end of September, in the school 
year in which the child has his/her fifth birthday, if the parents wish to take up this opportunity for 
their child.  This is subject to the headteacher’s professional judgement, following discussion with the 
parent, on: 
 

 when a child is ready to be admitted; 

 how many sessions a child should attend; 

 arrangements for the child moving from part-time to full-time attendance.  This will need to take 
into account the child’s pre-school education experience and readiness to cope with the number 
of sessions. 
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Where parents do not wish to take this opportunity for early admission, they may defer entry of their 
child(ren) to the beginning of either the spring term or the summer term.  Entry cannot be deferred 
beyond the beginning of term after the child’s fifth birthday, nor beyond the academic year for which 
admission is sought. 
 
 
The following arrangements should apply to the majority of four year olds who are admitted in the 
September.  For a few individual children, however, the headteacher may decide that they would be 
inappropriate.  
 
All children begin Reception part time in September. By the end of September all children will be full 
time.  
 
It is expected that before being admitted children will: 
 

 be able to use the toilet independently (and usually be dry during the day); 

 have some independence in dressing and feeding themselves; 

 be able to communicate their needs; 

 be able to cope with the demands of a school setting. 
 
We pride ourselves on being an inclusive school so all efforts will be made to accommodate children 
who do not meet the above criteria so as not to exclude them from the school setting and their 
education. 
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