
Flying Bull Primary and Nursery School 

 Drugs Education Policy 

Introduction 

Flying Bull Primary and Nursery School believes that the misuse of drugs endangers not only  

our pupils but also affects the wider community in which we live.  It is the school’s responsibility 

 to ensure the child’s health and safety while in our care and we also strive to promote their  

personal and social wellbeing.  Drug misuse undermines this and hinders the development  

of the young person. This policy forms an integral part of our existing health education and 

personal and social education programmes, and the drug education programme complements  

this. 

 

Definitions  

By drugs we mean any of those substances that are commonly recognised as being legal or illegal 

drugs. This includes prescribed and over the counter medicines and the whole range of other 

substances that may be misused for the purposes of physical and/or mental gratification, including 

alcohol, tobacco, solvents and other volatile substances. 

 

Rationale 

Flying Bull Primary and Nursery School recognises that young people in today’s society are exposed to 

the risks associated with the drug culture that exists. Drugs education should therefore form an 

integral part of the school curriculum and taught through our PSHCE programme and Science learning. 

 

The Curriculum 

Drug education should not be seen as a one off topic but as a continuous process which involves the 

development of skills and attitudes enabling pupils to make informed choices.  Effective drug 

education should take account of not only the individual, but also the family, their peer groups, and 

the wider community.  Where possible, the school promotes the partnership between the parent and 

carer and child, when addressing drug issues. 

 

At Key Stages 1 and 2, the statutory curriculum for pupils includes the cross-curricular theme of Health 

Education, linked closely to PSHCE.  This theme provides opportunities for young people to develop 

their knowledge and understanding of the use, misuse, risks and effects of drugs and other potentially 

harmful substances, their effects of health and lifestyle. Drugs education is specifically included within 



the Programmes of Study for Science, and within other subjects, such as English, and Physical 

Education - there are opportunities for considering drug-related issues from a variety of perspectives.  

 

Aims and Objectives of the Drugs Education Programme 

Aims: 

• To promote positive attitudes towards personal health 

• To develop self-discipline and self-respect 

• To develop decision-making skills which may delay or prevent the onset of experimentation 

• To inform pupils of the effects of drug abuse, and the risks involved 

• To help pupils to understand how they can have a negative or positive influence on their peers 

• To develop knowledge and understanding of themselves and others as individuals 

 

Objectives: 

Drugs Education should enable pupils to develop a knowledge and understanding about drugs and 

drug issues, as well as the skills needed to cope with challenges they will encounter. 

 

Pupils should be able to: 

• Understand their own personality, needs, abilities and interests 

• Understand the process of reasoning required to make informed choices 

• Develop coping strategies to deal with peer pressure 

• Develop a competence in challenging attitudes and patterns of behaviour associated with drug 

misuse 

• Develop self-discipline 

• Understand what is meant by ‘a drug’ and the definition of ‘addiction’ 

• Understand how some drugs affect the body 

• Be aware of the benefits of healthy lifestyles 

• Recognise potential drug exploitation and how to take avoiding action 

• Be aware of the current drug culture and the effect of advertising campaigns 

 

Monitoring and Evaluating 

The school drug education policy is periodically reviewed to reflect changing circumstances and trends 

in drugs use. The programmes of study for drug education are continually reviewed and any changes 

deemed necessary are implemented. 

 



 

 

Special Educational Needs 

Drug education is an important aspect of Health Education and for children with Special Educational 

Needs the curriculum needs to be specific to their needs.  These children may be at greater risk than 

others who are more aware of the potential dangers involved.  These children may be taking 

medication and it is therefore important to stress the distinction between the importance of the 

medical benefits and drug misuse.  The curriculum should equip these children with the life skills 

required to cope with these potential dangers. 

 

Referral and External Support 

The school acknowledges the importance of its pastoral role and will support all concerned in ensuring 

the well-being of its pupils and staff. The school may use outside agencies to help with the delivery of 

drug education. 

 

The Head teacher or representative will log any reported incidents or concerns.  Parents or carers or 

appropriate authorities will also be informed, and provisions made for any outside help, such as police 

officers or health professionals. Where illegal substances are involved, these outside agencies will 

automatically be informed.  Staff should not guarantee confidentiality, as they may have to inform 

other staff or police. 

 

Drugs on School Site 

‘At school’ is taken to mean on school premises, including buildings and grounds.  The school policy 

applies to off site activities and school visits.  The use of tobacco (for pupils), alcohol, illegal substances 

and the misuse of glue, solvents, prescribed and over the counter medicines is forbidden on the school 

premises.  Office staff, with parents and carers written consent, are able to administer medicines.  See 

Asthma policy for guidelines on use of inhalers. The school has a no smoking policy for parents and 

pupils.  A smoking area is provided, out of sight of parents and carers and pupils, for staff members.   

 

Role of Governors: 

The Governing body will be involved with Policy development, drug education and drug related 

incidents in the same way as any other matter concerning the direction of the school. 
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