
Academy update 
News from across our Multi-Academy Trust 
Summer term 2014

In September 2013 we celebrated the opening of CAT’s first
academy, Frogmore Junior School, on the Hampshire-Surrey
border. By September 2014, just a year later, six CAT
academies will be open and the foundation of our family of
schools will be firmly established. 

Academy Update will bring you news about CAT and the
involvement of the University of Chichester as well as
sharing items of interest from other academies. I can
recommend a visit to the new CAT website which also links
to your school website. We know that online information is
important to parents and students and also to prospective
parents and the wider community.

You might ask – quite reasonably - what difference does it
make to your school, to be part of CAT?  Our role is to

provide a distinctive vision and a strong strategic direction
that sets our schools on a journey to excellence. As a local
University Multi-Academy Trust we can add educational
expertise not only to improve teaching and learning but to
show our pupils that an exciting education opens doors to
them in many areas of life.  

On behalf of us all at the University of Chichester may I wish
you and your family a happy and restful summer break.

Dr Alan McMurdo
Director of Academies

From the Director of Academies
Welcome to our new termly newsletter for all academies within the University of
Chichester Academy Trust (CAT) and their local communities. 
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Busting the jargon
The world of academies seems to have a whole
new language – what does it all mean?

Academy – a state-funded school that has a measure of
independence from local authority control.

EFA – Education Funding Agency (at the Department for
Education) which funds academies directly rather than via the
local authority.

MAT – a Multi-Academy Trust.  Rather than become stand-
alone academies, schools can convert as part of a Multi-
Academy Trust or chain where all academies in a MAT are
governed by one trust and a single board of directors.

LGB – Local Governing Body.  Each academy in turn has a
Local Governing Body that acts as a committee of the MAT’s
governing body with specific delegated functions to govern its
own school and act as critical friend to the SMT.

SMT – Senior Management Team.  The Headteacher and
senior staff of the academy.

CAT – because the University of Chichester Academy Trust is
too long to say more than once in a conversation.

For more information about
CAT and our academies,
please visit our new website
www.unicat.org.uk.
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Growing our academy family
Kingsham and Fernhurst primary schools join CAT in September 2014

Community votes for Frogmore
Local support wins Frogmore Junior
School £3,000 for new library resources

The Lloyds Bank Community Fund supports local community
organisations – including schools – that make a positive
difference at the heart of their community. 

Frogmore Juniors’ Headteacher Mrs Sarah Thorpe said, ‘We
are particularly keen to boost interest in reading and now we
have new Kindles and library shelving systems for books, we
can encourage parents and community members to come in
to school to read with the children.’

Applications for the 2014 Fund have closed but look out for
future information at www.lloydsbankcommunities.com

Kingsham Primary School in Chichester and Fernhurst
Primary School near Haslemere will be CAT’s first academies
in West Sussex and both open in September. 

Kingsham’s Chair of Governors Mr Colin Simmons said, ‘The
ethos of CAT closely matches the high expectations and
aspirations that the Governors have for Kingsham Primary
School and we look forward to working closely with the
Academy Trust.’

Dr Chris Taylor, Chair of Governors at Fernhurst Primary
School, said: ‘Our vote was unanimous and fully supported by
the Headteacher and staff. This is an opportunity to have
greater control over our future and it is exciting to be taking
this step with a University academy sponsor to support us.’

CAT has also been selected as Academy Sponsor for a new-
build primary school for 630 pupils in Aldershot. Scheduled to
open in 2016, this exciting new academy will be part of the
Aldershot Urban Extension development.  

Headteacher Mrs Sarah Thorpe with Frogmore
Junior School pupils in the library.
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Congratulations to Allister Lewis and the Hampshire County
Council Architects team on the news that Berewood Primary
School has been shortlisted for a Constructing Excellence
Award for Building Information Modelling Project of the Year.  

Allister Lewis said, ‘This recognises the innovative process we
used to produce the information in collaboration with our
consultants and the contractor. We are naturally delighted
and looking forward to the Gala Dinner and Awards
Ceremony in July.’

School building shortlisted for Award
Berewood Primary School

Brand new CAT academy opens in September
Berewood Primary School will serve new community near Waterlooville 

Led by Mrs Sue Patrick, previously Headteacher of Jessie
Younghusband School in Chichester, Berewood Primary
School will welcome its first pupils this September and
ultimately provide 420 places for 4-11 year olds. 

Prospective parents have been able to take Hard Hat Tours to
see the build in progress and a new staff team has been
appointed including teachers, a nursery nurse and a site co-
ordinator.

Mrs Patrick said, ‘It’s so exciting to see the school taking
shape and to be part of the team that is planning down to the
last detail for all the children who will be joining us.’

Above, artist’s impression of the
new school; left, architect Allister
Lewis (third from left) leads
parents on a Hard Hat Tour.



5

Fantastic Mr Fox!
A surprise visitor to the Flying Bull made
global headlines

The Flying Bull comes in to land
CAT’s first Portsmouth academy opened in April 2014

Reputed to be the first state school in Portsmouth, the original
Flying Bull school was established in 1884 or even earlier.
Headteacher Mr Deamonn Hewett-Dale explained the
fantastical name, which is loved by pupils and staff: 

‘The story is that in the 1800s an air balloon was launched to
see how far it would travel. As the gentlemen weren’t brave
enough to get in the basket themselves, they caught a bull
from a nearby field and placed it in the basket. The balloon
eventually landed in the area of Buckland, Portsmouth where
the original school was located. Hence, the Flying Bull School
and the former Air Balloon pub down the road!’

An Ofsted ‘Good’ primary and nursery school, The Flying Bull
Academy has an additional resourced provision for children
with behavioural, social and emotional difficulties. 

A £3.1m refurbishment project has just been completed with
Portsmouth City Council which includes The Hub – a
wonderful centre for IT and learning resources. 

Pupils at The Flying Bull Academy love their Environmental
Area which includes a pond, a garden and eight happy hens.
Their chicken coop made international news recently when a
sneaky fox took up residency and was found snoozing on top
of the eggs by surprised Year 6 Egg Monitors. 

Quick-thinking Jane France, Flying Bull’s administrative
manager, grabbed her camera to take the shot which
appeared in newspapers and online across the world – from
the UK’s Daily Mail, Independent and Daily Express to press
and social media sites in the US, China and Taiwan. 

Mrs France said: ‘The story caught everyone’s imagination.
The chickens were happily scratching around the garden
while in the corner of the coop was this beautiful creature
sitting very still and quite unperturbed. He left after having
his photo taken with the eggs all intact and the chickens
none the wiser!’ 

Above, pupils explore The Hub
with Headteacher Mr Deamonn
Hewett-Dale; left, a foxy visitor
for The Flying Bull.
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News in brief
Around our academies

• Professor Clive Behagg, Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Chichester, was delighted to visit both The Flying Bull
Academy and Mill Chase Academy recently, meeting staff
and pupils and talking to students about their aspirations
and future goals.  

• Frogmore Junior School pupils enjoyed a whole-school
workshop with University of Chichester Maths specialist
Sam Parkes based on the story book ‘365 Penguins’ and
combining story-telling and environmental education with
stimulating maths investigations.

• Mill Chase students can look forward to some
conversación española in September as Spanish is
introduced to the curriculum as an additional language.
¡Olé!

New Principal for Mill Chase Academy
A warm welcome in Bordon for Mr Paul Hemmings 

With 13 years’ experience in secondary school leadership
positions, Mr Paul Hemmings joined Mill Chase Academy as
Principal at the beginning of the summer term and was
immediately impressed by the courtesy of his new students. 

Mr Hemmings said, ‘Not only have the young people at Mill
Chase been very welcoming, but in every classroom there is a
real sense of engagement with learning and positive working
relationships between staff and students.’

Science students proved their new Principal’s point with a
successful trip to the University of Surrey where they
competed against several local schools to win the ‘Salters
Festival of Chemistry Challenge’.  

Mr Paul Hemmings
meets students at
Mill Chase Academy.
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Life-changing choices 
Education is for everyone, learning is lifelong

Central to our vision as Academy Sponsor is the belief that
education changes lives and that higher education should be
open to all who have the potential to benefit from it regardless
of family background, ethnicity or disability.  

The University of Chichester’s Widening Participation team
organises taster activities at the University campus for Years
7-13 in disciplines such as Dance, Sports Science, Theatre,
Media and Creative Writing. 

The team also visits our academies to help students to make
informed decisions about their futures by running sessions on
College Progression, Options & Choices and Study Skills. 

The University of
Chichester’s campus
at Bognor Regis.



Contact us

E: cat@chi.ac.uk

T: 01243 816444

W: www.unicat.org.uk

We’ll be pleased to hear from you! 

Our CAT Academies
We aim to build a family of approximately 40 academies in our region based
around geographical hubs.
•   Frogmore Junior School, 

    near Camberley (7-11). Joined September 2013

•   Mill Chase Academy, 

    Bordon (11-16). Joined November 2013

•   The Flying Bull Academy, 

    Portsmouth (3-11). Joined April 2014

•   Berewood Primary School, 

    Waterlooville (4-11). Opening September 2014 – new-build

•   Kingsham Primary School, 

    Chichester (4-11). Joining September 2014

•   Fernhurst Primary School, 

    Haslemere (4-11). Joining September 2014

•   Aldershot Urban Extension, 

    Aldershot (4-11). Opening September 2016 – new build

CAT’s new website!
For more information about
CAT and our academies,
please visit our new website
www.unicat.org.uk.
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